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Trends and Tasks of Today. 


The present world situation, fraught with tremendous issues, 
raises serious obstacles, but offers also vast opportunities to the 
Churches in the international field. The growing tension between 
Opposing political forces, tic shattering of laboriously establish- 
ed forms of international cooperation, the disruptions in social 
and cultural life, these and all other features of the whole crisis 
under which mankind is suffering, involve the oecumenical movement 
in a renewed and earnest consideration of its genuine aims and 
methods. The oecumenical activities of tceday are therefore par- 
ticularly marked by the consolidation of forces and the reaffirmation 
of basic principles. It cantruly be said that the world crisis 
has not weakened the missionary impulse of the oecumenical move- 
ment. On the contrary, it has been a contributory cause of a 
deeper understanding of the real task of the movement, namely, a 
united effort on the part of the churches to bear prophetic witness 
to God's call for peace, justice and love. 


Among some of: the most noticeable trends in the mmifold oecu- 
menical activities of today may be mentioned: the focussing of 
attention on the great problems of State, Nation and Race, and the 
necessity for elaborating in forceful and unequivocal terms the 
genuine Christian approach to these complexities; the strengthen- 
ing of the ties between the Orthodox ana the Protestant Churches; 
and the closer cooperation of the various oecumenical organisations. 


These tendencies gave a definite significance to the September | 


meetings of the Universal Christian Council (at Novi Sad) and of 
the World Alliance (at Sofia). 


Since its very beginning, the World Alliance has been concerned 
with the whole problem of State and nationalism, attacking it in 
particular from the viewpoint of Disarmament and of the Minorities 
question. The resolutions adopted at Sofia clearly indicate the 
earnestness and consciousness of their Christian responsibilities 
with which the leaders of the Alliance are working for a clear 
understanding of the maze of conflicting aims and interests under- 
lying war, and for the stimulation and combination of all Christian 
forces in the interest of international peace and justice. It is 


ay Bs 


however significant for the present world situation that the 
Universal Christiam Council also, in its dealings with the Chris tian 
attitude towards social problems, has in the courge of the last year 
been more and more forced to consider the question of State and 
politics. Thus. for example, the decision has been taken that its 
next international study conference shall deal with the subject: 
State Authority and its due limitations, from the Christian view- 
point, in relation to the individual, the world order and the Church. 
It is obvious what fruitful possibilities of cooperation in research 
and action between the two movements arise out of this unification 
of interests. ; 


The discussionsheld at Novi Sad and Sofia on "the present 
religious, social and political situation", which dealt in particular 
with events in Germany, fully evidenced the urgent necessity for a 
clear-cut restatement of the Christian principles as regards the 
the State and Rece, not in vauge terms but in all its concrete 
implications. The discussion resulted in an unambiguous reaffirm 
ation of the universalism and sovereignty of the message of Christ 
Over against all national and racial absolutisms, and showed the 
extreme value of having such an instrument as the oecumenical move= 
ment for voicing the conscience of the Churches. 


The future historian of the oecumenical movement will, without 
doubt, consider the establishment of closer relations between the 
Orthodox and Western Churches, manifested in various ways, as one 
of the most important features of theoecumenical activities during 
this year. The regional Balkan Conference at Bucharest in May, 
jointly arranged by both movements, marked an important step, and 
the meetings at Novi Sad mad Sofia, in a remarkable atmosphere of 
friendship and mutual understanding, have so strengthened the already 
existing ties that they can no more be dissolved. 


Another question which has been considerably furthered by these 
meetings is that of a closer cooperation between the various oecu- 
menical movements. The verynature of their work has continuously 
brought the various movements nearer one another. This tendency 
has been particularly markéd as regards the World Alliance and the 
Universal Christian Council, abd has found outward manifestation in 
the creation of a joint Ceneral Secretariat, a joint Youth Commission 
and, most recently in the establishment of an International Christian 
Press and Information Service at Geneva, jointly with the other ~ 
Christian world organisations. A further result of this cooperation 
is the decision to hold the important meetingsof 1934 at the same 
place, probably Budavest, and to elaborate a common policy and a 
comron programme of work in preparation for the planned world 
conference in 1937. 
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This short survey, indicating some main trends of work, is 
intended to show that the World Alliance and Life and Work are 
fully aware of their responsibilities in this time of confusion 
and distress, and that they are endeavouring to give their due 
contribution to the task of the Church Universal. The tasks ahead 
are enormous and call for full devotion on the part of those 
directly concerned with this coe cumenical work. They call for 
earnest prayer and active support on the part of all Christians. 
But the ultimate power behind all oe cumenical work was once 
indicated by the great Archbishop Soederblom in the following 
words: "We are weak, our achievements nought. But it is my 
firm belief that God's hand guides this oecumenical work. And 
therefore we can and must carry it on." 
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Opinion of the Theological Faculty of the University of Marburg. 


Theological Faculty 
of the University. Marburg,September 20,1933. 


The Theological Faculty has received the following petition: 


"The pastors assembled at Marburg and the pastoral and lay 
delegates of the Kurhessian Church Assembly from the three Upper- 
Hessian districts of the Provincial Pwtestant Church in Hessen- 
Kassel request the celebrated theological faculties of Marburg and 
Erlangen 


for an. official and responsible expression of opinion to the 
Christians of the German Protestant confession as to whether the 
law recently passed by the General Synod of the Churchesof the 
Old Prussia Union and intended for the whole German Protestant 
Church concerning conditions of appointmmt for clergy and church 
aduwinistrative officials - including the Aryan Paragraph + is in 
accordance with or contradicts the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the teaching of the Apostles, the 
nature of the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communton, oecumentcal 


beliefs and the Reformation doctrine of redemption of the Church 


and its office through Jesus Christ, by baptism and the Holy 
Communion, as well as the preamble to the Constitution of the 
German Protestant Church." 


Marburg, September 11,1933. (Signed) Schmidmann, 
District Pastor. 


After discussion at its meeting on September 19, the faculty 
unanimously resolved to send the following reply, both to those by 
whom the petition is signed, and also to bring it to the knowledge 
of the authorities of the German Protestant Churches, theological 
faculties, members of the German Protestant National Synod and the 
ecclesiastical press. 


The 3: Hupp ns to the legal position of pastors and church 
officials /fthe following principal terms from the newly adopted law 
relating to the employment of State officials. 


§ 1 (1) No one may be a pastor or a general administrative 
church official who has not fulfilled the prescribed educational 
conditions for his career, or who does not unreservedly declare 
himself for the national State and for the German Protestant Church. 


(2) No one may bé appointed as a pastor who is of non 
Aryan descent, or who hes married a person of non Aryan descent. 
Pastors or church officials of Aryan descent, who have married a 
person of non Aryan descent are to be dismissed. The terms of the 
State law define wnich persons are to be regarded as being of non 
Aryan descent. 


§ 3 (1) Pastors or church officials whose activities do not 
guarantee that they are elways and unreservedly for the national 
State, are to be placed in a state of retirement. 


(2) Pastors or church officiats who are of non Arym 
descent, or who have married persons of non Aryan descent, are to 
be placed in a state of retirement. 
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§ 8 (1) Retirement and dismissal from service are definitely 
decided by the Government of the Church of the Province, without 
recourse to appeal. 


a The terms of §§ 1 and 3 are valid both for members 
of ecclesiastical bodies and for holders of honorary office. 


Cases that would com u ee % 5,articles: 3) and '4,> in’ which 
§ 3,article 2 would not apply,’can be left aside here, since 

they do not concern the principle of the law. They show,however, 
some uncertainty on the part of the legislator as regards his own 
principles and at the seme time suggest their political origin 
and the foreign nafure of their character to the substmce of the 
Church. 


The Faculty maintains that the basic terms of §§ 1 and 3 md 
also 11l,quoted above, are incompatible*with the nature of the 
Christian Church as testified by the solely competent authority 
of Holy Scripture and the Gospel of Jesus Christ and by the 
principles of the Reformation. The Faculty also draws attention 
to the fact that the Concordat concluded by the German Reich with 
the Papal See,regarding the legal position of the Catholic Church~;. 
in Germany, contains nothing that corresponds to these provisions. 


The first of the above named provisions (§ l,article 1, $ 3, 
article 1) threatens the independence of pastors in their teaching 
and their care of souls and of church officials in the execution 
of their office, an independence that is dependence on the word 
of God and on the Christian conscience. They are faced with the 
danger of having to subordinate their personal responsibility 
to subjective, temporary, political or ecclesiastically political 
views of the higher church authorities, or of ecclesiastical 
groups or of people outside the ecclesiastical sphere. The 
danger is all the greater since the terms of the law are formulated 
in a manner that is capable of indefinite expansion, and since 
in their application, all legal proceedings are forbidden. It is 
self-evident to Brotestant pastors and church officials as 
Christians that they work for the Church and the State of their 
nation; this obligation is included in their obedience to the 
Word of God. But this very obedience imposes a reservation, namely, 
that the task of the church is non political and that in certain 
instances this task may compel the Church to adopt a suitably 
critical attitude towards events in the life of the State and of 
the Church, In the Reformed Church, 2 law can only serve to 
protect those who wish to executt their wpiritual tasks honestly 
and without restriction, and to keep the clergy free from political 
zit G's These cases of dispute require to be settled in such a 
manner as will afford protection against all false accusation and 
&rbitrary decisions. Well known instances in history emphatically 


1) (3) Article 2 will not apply where special services in the 


building up of the Church in the German spirit can be shown. 


f4yatne tesmstor Article 2 Are no t valid - . 
for pastors and church officials who were already appointed cn 
August 1,1914 as pastors or church officialsof the State, of * 
Frovince or of amother public body, or who went to the Front in 
the World War for the German Reich or its Allies, or whose fathers 
OD sons fell in the World War. 


or 
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/ the fact that, in the interest of the State itself, the teaching 


and organisation of the Church must not be mixed up with politics. 


The second of the above mentioned provisions (§l,article 2, 
§3,article 2) gives inferior rights and an inferiorposition to 
churchmen of non Aryan origin, since the holding of office in the 
Christian Church is denied both to them and to members of the 
Church of Aryan descent who have married non Aryans. 


That the Gospel of Jesus Christ eas the Saviour of the World 
is addressed to all people, and therefore to all races, and that 
all, therefore, who believe in it and are baptised belong to thé 
Church of Christ, is indisputable.2) The members of the Church are 
brothers one with another. The conception of brotherhood does 
away with all legal inequality as well as with all avoidable 
separation in caqarthly relations. Separation and legal. inequality 
realised in such a way’ that special communities are formed for 
Jewish Christians, or that Jewish Christians are forbidden to 
take any Christian office, are equally to be condemned. The 
Christian Church recognises no divisions save into denominations 
on the one hand and into countries and nationalities on the other; 
and this latter only in the sense that people who speak the same 
langgage and owe alleigiance to the same State have natural and 
political reasons for grouping themselves together, but without 
fundamentally excluding from church membership persons of foreign 
tongue or foreign nationality. With regard to ecclesiastical 
office, the legkslation of the State Church, and particularly 
the law of State contracts (Staatsvertrige) only requires of 
pastors that they shall be nationals, as a le to,wich exceptions 
may be made. In the whole history of the GhuesR® 4 or Shares g of 
all nations, the Jew is not regarded as being of a different race, 
but simply as belonging to mother religion which does not recognise 
in desus the Christ of God. The Jew who recognises that the law 
end prophets of his people foretold Christ, and who is converted 
end heptised, is no longer a Jew inthe eyes of the Ch'u r oh 
and on the pert of the Church no restrictions of civil Law heave 
been applied to the converted Jew. If-ea9s t.a te, in its estimate 
of racial factors that did not exist in former times, has decided 
that such restrictions are necessary on national political grounds, 
they have no validity as such in the domain of the Church, for the 
Church is nothing else than the body of those who believe in Christ 


and who ere baptised in His Name. It would cease to be this in 
the full: sense, if it allowed any other mthods of distinction in 
20s lite. The Church cannot give up its unity, which is the unity 


of the Body of Christ into which all believers are baptised in the 
et hs SNe It knows no other basic reason for division then un- 
belief and heresy, if and when these cannot be overcome by the 
strength of the spirit. 


One ‘dare not say that this unity only applies to the Church 
Invisible, and that the barriers which divide men in other spheres 
of life must be observed and retained in the visible Church. The 
"Of a trath 1 perceive that God is no respecterof persons: But in 
every nafion he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is 
accepted with him." Acts 10,34,35. 

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there igs neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus." Galatians 3,28. 

3) For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free: and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit." 1.Corinthians. 12,13. 
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visible Church must form itself as far es possible on the invisible 
Chveen, Li it really belisves ini it. It may have "spots and 
Wrinkles" as inevitable signs of human weakness (Ephesians 5,27), 
buy tO mutilate it’ deliberately 1s a sin egrinst the Spirit. To 
tolerate imperfection in the Church as anything othcr than human 
weakness,— and it cannot be maintained that the deprivation of 
rightsfrom which Christians of Jewish origin are suffering in the 
German Protestant Church comes under thiw heading,- is making 2 
virtue of the leck of faith and love and eliminates the Gospel &f 
the Kingdom of God and of the justification of the sinner by His 
Grace through faith. 


Further, it may not be contended that race and nationality,as 
Part of the order of- creation, are not, to be ignored by the Church, 
but rather to be respected. The fect that in the whole course of 
its history the Church may have failed on this point is no reason 
for not following the right course with ell the more resolution 
now that the error has been recognised. But it, is wrong to refer 
foe tae oraer, Of oreation in this; connection. If, in its teaehing 
end its cere of souls, the Church has not always dealt rightly with 
the question and grawe tesk with which it is faced by reason of 
differences of race and nationality, if too often it has failed to 
Parminc these. questions as they have come up in the courseoL 
history and by the very force of events, and if it has regarded 
them as imopportune,- the very fact that no special laws areprovided 
for such questions in its constitution is entirely consistent with 
Bae. Order “Or Grention.. Por’ this order is recognised by faith as 
just and this creation is nothing but the dominion of God over. alt 
His creatures, and His judgment frees us all from sin. The’ Churehk, 
which must always serve races and netionalities, deprives them of 
its essential messege if it recognises that the fact of belonging 
to one race or to another implies free access to the Church for one, 
and exclusion for another. The cultivation of -race and nationality 
Beveiivs OL crenvion is (only possible in the Church. insofar as,it 
brings them all together in itwelf, and tcaches to each both the 
call to individuality and the guilt of deliberate aloofness. Other— 
Wise, the worship of creation takes the place of the worsnip of the 
creator. 


The entirely ssolated examples of small Church bodies outside 
Hurope with racial limitation of church membership, as in Asia, 
Africa, America (where, in any event, it is not a matter of dis- 
tinction between Jew end Aryan) must be regarded as instances of 
backward organisations which have lost the essentials of the Christ- 
ian message and its claims. Norris’ this) the, place ‘for relerencey te 
Jewish Christian communities in the time of the early Church. It 
was not a question of communities defined by race; but rather of 
Christians who felt that they must combine the upholding of the Ola 
Testament law with feith in Jesus as the Christ; communities thet 
came into being in the first place not because the Christian commun- 
ities of the Graeco-Roman world excluded Christian Jews, but rether 
because a part of these latter excluded themselves from the former. 
If one recognises in the Apostle Paul the "chosen vessel" of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 9,15), then one does material harm to the 
Gospel, which is also the Gospel of Luther, in recognising or intro- 
ducing such divisions. It may well be remarked here that Christians 
of Jewish origin have been called to blessed service to the Christian 
community in our Fatherland and in our day, just as in all times and 
in all nations, We only mention here the theologian August Neander, 
the writer of church hymms Philipp Spitta and the painter Wilhelm 
Steinhausen. In the theological work of Neander, the spiritual 
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verses of Spitta and the art of Steinhausen, no ncon-German charec- 
teristic dan be traced. On the contrary, they are all representat— 
ive of the particular German type of rrotestant piety, and prove 
that its special character has in no way suffered from the fact 
that they had been received into the community of Christian faith 
and love. 


Anyone who does not wish to recognise, with the Apostles and 
the Reformers, the complete unity between Jewish and non Jewish 
Christians, as it is expressly developed in the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, or to bring it to realisation in the Constitution of 
the Church, is deceiving himself when he professes his belief in 
the Holy Scriptures as the word of God and in Jesus as the Son of 
moa and “bord of -akl. It is indisputable that God taught His word 
in the world not only through the Old Testament, butwin. ©. the 
New Testament through the Jews and that He chose His Son from among 
the Jews. The attempts to find in Jesus a man of Aryan race are 
without ajj historical foundation and remain ineffectual, since His 
message presupposes the law and the prophets of the Jews es God's 
revelation and since His apostles were, in amy event, Jews, To 
deny that the birth of Jesus from David's stem has any importance 
in the history of salvation, in relation to the fact that He is the 
‘Son of God, is completely to misunderstand the meaning of faith in 
Jesus as the Son of God. To bass the banning of Christians of 
Jewish descent on the fact that Christ was crucified by the Jewish 
people is pharisaical distortion. And with'all this, the factiot 
salvation in history which God has brought about is judged by men 
who are ashamed of it, and the worship of the world goes on side 
by side with the worship of Christ. 


The TLrst/arttcie of ahe Constitution. of the German Protestant 
Church of July 11,1933, reads as follows: 


"The inviolable foundation of the German Protestant Church is 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ as it is revealed to us in Holy Scripture 
and as it is brought newly into the light in the confessions of the 
Reformation. Hereby the full powers réquired by the Church for the 
accomplishment of its mission are determined and defined." 


If, from the theological point of view, these statements are to 
be taken seriously, then ell restriction of church teaching through 
politics of the State or the Church, and all limitation of the rights 
of non Aryan Christians, are incompatible with them. 

The Theological Faculty of the University of Marburg, 
(signed), D.von Soden, 


Dean. 


DECLARATION OF THE GROUP "EVANGELIUM UND KIRCHE" AT THE 
GENERAL SYNOD OF PRUSSIA. 


We have come to this General Synod in the hope that here, for the 
sake of the tasks placed on our church by the national upheaval, a 
final stop would be put to all actions and methods of the last months. 
We have ‘gone through a great deal in our evangelical church, which , 
as you know, we could never approve. We have accepted it because we 
have been repeatedly assured that a real collaboration in the service 
of the church which has to be given to our nation, would be warranted 
in full ecclesiastic freedom under the protection of the standing 
church-law and in a sincere brotherly discussion. 

To day we must declare that we are deeply disapointed, 

The following paragraph deals with rules and laws which alter the 
constitution,as for instance the application of the Aryen paragraph, 
which have been communicated to the group only the evening before. 

All this is done without the exceedingly necded theological and 
ecclesiastical scrutiny and without preliminary discussion which 
would throw light on the things. 

We state with deep emotion that at this hour in which the supreme 
Synod of our State churches has to take a most serious decision con- 
cerning the form and the very nature of our church, it is not a colla- 
boration in the spirit of the church which we expected confidently, 
but the regardless use of force that must decide. This procedure which 
you can follow owing to your majority, carries the methods of the 
world into the church and is incompatible with the Christian duty to 
collaborate as brethern. 

It is our supreme and first anxiety to preserve the pure preaching 
of the Gospel and to be loyal to the task which our church has to 
fulfil amongst the people. 

But a synod offends the confession of the church not only when it 
propagates a heresy but also when it denies and destroys the spirit 
of the christian communion. We are desirous to collaborate ernestly 
and to be of any service for the construction of our church in the 
future as we have done in the past and to tend a hand to everybody 
who loves our evangelical church. But we cannot, by a further parti- 
cipation in the votes of the synod, give to the latter the appearance 
of a real christian synod. We cannot take the responsibility of a 
fraternity in appearance that does not exist in reality. We refuse 
co-responsability for this synod because we svannot recognise it 
before history and Christianity as a real one. 

May God help us. 
May God help our church. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE RACE PROBLEM. 


In regard to this question twenty German Professors of 
Theology have made the following statement, which has been submitted 
to the Notional Synod, of the German evangelical church in the form 
of a memorial: 

"In view of the questions provoking the present day discuss- 


ions we Professors and academigal lecturers of theology, officially 


responsible for the interpretation of the New Testament, declare the 
following: 


1. According to the New Testament the Christian Chureh is a 
church of “Jews and Gentiles" visibly uhited in one communion. 
(conf; Rom. 9-11; Eph. 2.14sq Gal. 2.11sq; Act.2.l9q 10. 345q). 


2. According to the New Testament only faith and baptism are 
decisive for the incorporation with the church; Jews and Gentiles may 
equally be gained to faith and be baptized. (Matth. 28. 18. ; Marc. 
fees > eq. 1. Cor. 12.) 12 seq) 


3, According to the New Testament Jews and Gentiles are in the 
same way fit to serve the Church. They are called to a church-office 
by the Church + and only by her - according to their faith, conduct 
of life and personal capacities (1 Tim, 3, 2-4; Tit.1. 6 sq;2 Tim. 
ews AGt ss 20.28;.'Pet. 5,2 .8q 5) 


4. This attitude is based on the faet that eccording to New 


‘Testament the Church has been brought into the world only by the Holy 


Ghost. It is God who through the audible word of His message and the 
visible sign of baptism calls men of all races and nations to join 
in one common church, the believers of which do represent the visi- 
ble body of the invisible Head, Christ, and are, therefore, bound 
together in the visible communion as His limbs. (Eph. 4.4 sq.Joh.1l. 
aes. 10.26). 


5. It is therefore our opinion that the christian church in 
her teaching and actions as a rule cannot disown this standpoint." 


september 23. 1933. 


_Brandt-Bethel; Bultmann- Marburg; Deissmann - Berlin; Deissner 
- Greifswald; Fitzer - Breslau; Heim - Ttibingen; Jeremias - 
Greifswald; Jiilicher - Marburg; Juncker - Konigsberg; Lietzmann 
- Berlin; Lohmeyer - Bre*lau; Lueken - Frankfurt; Liitgert - Ber- 
lin; Oepke - Leipzig; Schlier - Marburg; K.L. Schmidt - Bonn; 
Schmitz - Minster; te Sebati - Konigsberg; von Soden - Marburg; 
Windisch - Kiel. 
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Theological Opinion from Erlangen on the Admission 
of Christians of Jewish Origin to office in the 
German Protestant Church. 


The following petition has been addressed to the Theological 
Faculty of Erlangen University: 


"The pastors assembled at Marourg and the pastoral and civil 
delegates to the Kurhessian Church Assembly for the three Upper- 
Hessian Church districts of the Provincial Protestant Church in 
Hessen-Kassel request the celebrated theological faculties of 
Marburg and Erlangen 


for an official and responsible expression of opinion to the 
Christians of the German Protestant confession as to whether the 
law recently passed by the General Synod of the Churches of the 
Old Prussian Union, and intended for the whole German Protestant 
Church, concerning the conditions of appointment for clergy and 
church administrative officials,- including the Aryan paragranh - 
is in accordance with or contradicts the teaching of Holy Scripture, 
the nature of the Sacraments, Baptism and Holy Communion, oecumen— 
ical beliefs and the Reformation doctrine of the redemption of the 
church and its office, through Jesus Christ, by Baptism and Holy 
Communion, as well as the Preamble to the Constitution of the 
German Protestant Church." 


Marburg, September 11,1933. (Signed), Schmidmam, 
District Pastor. 


After very thorough consultation, which resulted in the 
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ts at issue, the theological faculty charged its 
epresentatives of systematic theology toreply to the petition. 
Their opinion reads as follows: 


The petition refers to the following fundamental terms from 


the 1 aw passed by the Prussian General Synod regarding t he 
maegva, 1 Dore ne abd O Bite Oert. Hp. eS =O rs: a nde GLb “Wor sea 
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§1,Article 2. No one of non-Aryan descent, or who has married 
a person of non-Aryan descent, may become either a pastor or an 
officer of general church administration. Clergy, or officials of 
Aryan descent, who have married a person of non—Aryan descent, are 
to be dismissed. The terms of the State law define which persons 
are to be regarded as being of non—-Aryan de >cent. 


§3,Article 2. Pastors, or church officers who are of non+ 
Aryan descent, who have married people of non.Aryan descent, are to 
be placed in a state of retirement. 


Article 3. Article 2 will not apply in cases where particular 
service can be shown in the building up of the Church in the German 
spirit. a 
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Article 4, The terms of Article 2 do not apply to clerg} and 
church officials who were already on August 1,1914, clergy, or 
officials of the Church, of the State, of a province or.of mother 
public body, or who went to the Front for the German Reich or its 
Allies in the World War, or whose fathers or sone were killed in 
the World War. 
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§ 11. The terms of §§ 3 and 3 are valid for members of church 
bodies, as well asfor those holding posts of honour in the Church. 


The Prussian General Synod, in reaching these decisions, is 
following the custom of the Christian Churches of all times of 
making admission to office dependent on the fulfilment of definite 
personal pre-conditions in the candidate (1.Tim.3, 1 - 13). In 
the German Provincial Churches that have existed hithérto, such 
pre-conditions have been required, for exemple, for the pastoral 
offices as biological indications of age, genealogy and physical 
fitness. In the decisions imposed, the requirement of Aryan 
descent is newly introduced. In order to arrive at a theological 
judgment on this demand, the relation of the Christian Churches to 
national distinetions, and in particular, the effect of this re- 
letion on admission to ecclesiastical office, must be examined. 


1. On the evidence of the New Testament, the Will of God was 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ our Lord, in His death and resurrection, 
so that a 1 1 men might be saved. From the universal validity of 
this gospel no man, and certainly no whole nation, is to be excluded. 
All who have come to believe are, on the testimony of the Apostle, 
one in Christ. In union with Christ, there is no distinction 
before God between Jew and non. "ew. But the fact that all Christ- 
dans in ‘common are children of God eliminates all biological or 
social distinetions, and binds every man in the calling to which 
heswes catled. (1.Cor.7, 20). To be bound biologically to a 
detinite nation, which by fate we cannot escape, is a fact to be 
recognised by Christians in thought and in deed. 


2. The external order of the Christian Church must correspond, 


according to g to Reformation doctrine as distinct from that of Roman 


Catholicism, not only to the universality of the Gospel, but also tote 
historiceal—national memmership of Christian men. According to 


Conf. Aug. VII, the demand for unity is limited to purity of doctrine 
and the administration of the Sacraments. Further possibilities 

of distinctiveness in other questions of ecclesiasticel order are 
illustrated by the Apologia, in reference to the fact that in the 
Harly Church, Jewish Christians did not follow the same ecclesiastical 
order as Christians converted from paganism (Apol.4,42 and following 
pages, Mtiller,p.161). One-ness in Christ is for the Lutheran 
Confession no question of outward organisation, but rather of creed. 


In accordance with these principles, the churchmanship that 
Originated in the Wittenberg Reformation introduced the limitations 
of the various nations, and in their church language, in worship and 
constitution, not only preserved national pcculiarities, but helped 
to develop and maintain them. Thus the "U.:ter Mission" of the 
lutheran Church was concerned to an increasing extent with the 
teaching of the Gospel among foreign people with a vicw to new folk 
churches (Volkskirchen)being built up that will correspond with the 
particular character of the people. 


9. if national multiformity in outward church order is a 
necessary result of the historical and ethical division into 
nations in general, it must also be taken into account, asregards 
admission into ecclesiastical office, ‘from the moment when & iission 
church becomes the church of a people. The holder of pastoral 
office must be so bound up with his Parish in its earthly existace 
that the ties growing out of it are his as, well. Here the bond of 
icentity of nationality comes in . The Reformed Churches put this 
principle into practice even before it was theoretically established. 
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Whether, and to what extent, this principle is to be applied 
to Christians of Jewish origin ‘living among us is a matter requiring 
particular discussion. It is a question, first of all, whether the 
Jews domiciled in Germany belong in the full sense to the German 
people, or whether they form an individual nationality and are 
therefore a guest-people (Gastvolk). This is a matter that the 
Churches as such cainot decide. For them, the Jewish people vaney 
is certainly unlike any other peoples It remains the chosen and 
cursed people through whom salvation will come, the people of Jesus 
and of the Apostles by race, a nation preserved for the coming of 
eens Chvist as) ths ohistoracel end (Matt.23,39;  Rom.11). Its 
eéuntryless distribution among the nations serves as a reminder of 
the limitations ‘fall sharp divisions into nations, of the temporary 
nature of separation of thnations, and of the Kingdom of God that 
will come through the vuhrist promised to Israel. But this reali- 
sation on the part of the Churches of the salvation-bringing unique- 
ness and the nystcry of the Jewish people does not make it possible 
to answer the question as to whether the Jews living among us belong 


in the full sense to the German people, or whether thes are a foreign, 


guest people. The Church cannot answer this question, for Jewish 
Christians, with any universal validity,except with referance to the 
Sacrament of Baptism. The belief of the Church in the sanctifying 
function of Baptism includes, for example, no judgment on the 
question whether marriages between Germans and baptised, believing 


Christian Jews are to be desired or discouraged. The question of 
national relations pA CU as n.d Jews is of a biological 
historical « character. It can only be answered by our people in the 


same way as by cv every other people, in the light of their partiqiiayr 
biolog | hank vega Rada eA teed. OF1: vs 


5. The German people today feel more and more that the Jews in 
their midst are a foreign people. They have realised the me Nace 
tO their own particular life that is caused by the emancipation of 
the Jews, and are counteracting this danger with special legal 
measures. In the struggle for the renewal of our nation, the new 
Stuate is excluding from high office men of Jewish or half Jewis! 
descent. The Church must recognise the right of the State to adopt 
such legal measures. It realises that in itself it is called to a 
Powe o OL dihsented. Se wk ORY, PD. Giden 2) t. wee nia bib o nad 
Pear Ge Oru be Gia r Mason \p e¢.0 p le. This also means 
that it consciously stresses today its principle of the close rela=+ 
tionship between the holder of office Be his community, and that it 
applies this principle also to Christians of Jewish desccnt. From 
the position of the Churches in the life of the people mnd for the 
accomplishment of its tasks, the appointment to office of men of 
Jewish descent would mean a heavy burden anc drawback. The Church 
must therefore insist on keeping Jewish Christians out of of f 
Their mero Ly “membership in the German P Protestant | Church ( ch will IN din 
this way be disputed or limited any more than that of f other members 
of our Church who do not fulfil tho necessary preée- Same! Lom 
pe ston to Church office. 


6. Tis fundamental principle implies no rigid law, but rather 
leaves room for exceptions to the rule. The State "law for the 
re-establishment of Officials" recognises , in allowing for ex-= 
ceptions, that Jews,who are ready, for example, to sacrifice thcir 
lives for Germany, Gan become membersof ths German netion. This is 
to imply that the barricr between the Jewish and the German people 
is not fixed but adjustable. The Church itself knows too that the 
honest conversion of 2 Jew to Jesus Christ by joining the Church, 
can lved. from alicn conditions ‘to tiembeurship in the German nation. 
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From the foregoing it follows thet the Church in its order 
leaves room for exceptions, that it will admit to office Christians 
of Jewish or half Jewish origin. People of Jewish descent have 
rarely been appointed-.to office in the Church, and such appoint- 
ments must in the future be in the nature of cxceptions, but it 
must remain possible for such appointments to be made where the 
necessary qualifications are fulfilled. 


7. This exception concerns in the firwt place pastors and 
holders of office of Jewish or half Jewish descent who are already 
at work. It does harm in perticular to the nature of the pastoral 
office, to ordination and the vocation for it, if the Church 
dismisse& from service, solely on account of their origin, pastors 
of Jewish or half Jewish descent who have proved themselves by 
service. It is not - as in § 3 of the Prussian Church statute - 


admission to office, but dismissal, that requires special discussion 
in_ cach individual case. Cases of insuperable difficulties arising 
between pastor and parish, on account of the Jewish descent of the 


pastor, should be dealt with according to ecclesiastical ruling, 
which should also apply where a spirit of confidence between 
pastor and parish has been broken down. The Church cannot here 
Simply adopt the laws drawn up by the Atate, but must rather pro- 
ceed according to the laws which are evolved from its essential 
substance as a Church. 


8. Finally, as far es future instances of the admission of 
men of Jewish origin to Church office are toncermed; the Church, 
in justifying and controlling these exceptions, will have to find 
principles of 4 particularly ecclésiastical’ character. It-will 
be best advised to leave the decision in individual cases to its 
bishops. 


Erlangen, September 25,1933. 


(Signed) D.Paul Althaus. (Signed) D.Dr.Werner Elerti 
Professors of Theology 
* See also the Opinion of the Theological Faculty of the University 


of Marburg (Anriex I to: Developments in the Church in Germany from 
the Church Elections to the National Synod August — September 1933) 


A LETTER TO REICHSBISCHOF MULLER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE : 


UNIVERSAL CHRISTIAN GOUNGIL FOR LIFE AND WORK. — 


The Palace, 
Chichester, England. 
October 23,1933. 


Right Reverend and dear Sir, 


Last month at Novi Sad I had the pleasure of receiving the 
letter addressed by the Temporary Governing Body of the German 
Protestant Church on September 6th to the Executive Committee of 
the Oecumenical Council for Life and Work. I have no doubt that 
since our Committee met you have been fully informed by the dele- 
gates of your Church of the general course of the discussion,and 
of the Resolution finally adopted, a copy of which I enclose. As 
that Resolution makes plain, I was asked as its Chairman by the 
Executive Committee to write to the Governing Body after our Meeting, 
and to let its members know our thoughts on certain matters. It is 
therefore with a deep sense of responsibility that I address this 
letter to yourself as first German Reichsbischof. 


I should like, first of all, to say with what profound sympathy 
I personally have watched the great awakening in the life of the 
German people, and the new hope, faith and enthusiasm with which 
multitudes of your fellow-countrymen, not least the young, have 
been and are inspired: @s well as the sense of release from Bol- 
shevism and materialism with which their hearts and minds are filled. 
May I say also that I and my colleagues on the Oecumenical Council 
welcome the desire for a fuller life and the abundant signs of 
Spiritual movement to which the new development of the German Church 
gives expression, and the wish of the Church to bring the Gospel to 
the people in their language and in their way ? And I am very 
thankful for the desire to which you yourself gave utterance in 
your Message at Wittenberg on September 27th for a new comradeship 
of faith and sacrifice at home through the Church, and for a re- 
lationship of honest and true co-operation with the Protestant 
Churches of other nations, under the rule of the same eternal Lord. 


: I wish I need say no more. But there are other elements in 
the present situation which arouse very different feelings in my 
mind and the minds of my fellow-—Christians represented on the 
Oecumenical Council: ,and out of the friendship which has steadily 
grown between all our Churches and the German Church since the 
Stockholm Conferdénce, I feel bound to let you know what those 
feelings are. 


I write as a Churchman, and the spokesman of Churchmen from 
many Churches, to one who stands at the head of the German Evangel- 
ical Church. I em very conscious of the weakness in many 
particulars of the Church of England: and we are all conscious of 
various defects in our various Churches. How ‘great nevertheless ‘ 
is our responsibility as Churchmen at the present time, and how 
urgent the ¢all which comes to every one of us to be true to the 
precious trust of the Gospel which God has committed to His Church ! 
It is just because I feel the vastness of the résponsibility that 
I cannot, in honesty, refrain from indicating certain features that 
have emerged in the development of the new German Evangelical Church 
which are gravely disturbing to the Christian conscience. I refer 
especially to two things. 


(1) The adoption of the Aryan paragraph by the Prussian Synod 
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end certain other Synods has come as 2 great shock to us and ue 
innumerable other Christians. It is a great shock that Pasto | 
and Church Officers and Church members should be deprived of hed 
posts in the Church or made to feel outcasts or inferior Christ- 
ians simply because they are Jews by birth or of Jewish descent. 
The shock is the more profound as the Church which thus makes 

race a determining factor in the status of the Christian is not a 
Church of little learning or immature, but one the scholarship 

and evangelical zeal of which has been the admiration of Christen-— 
dom. I am very glad that a large body of Professors of the 

New Testament in German ST a Sede have made a public protest 

on this very point. 


(2) The furthcr feature to which I am bound to refer is 
that which the two thousand German Pastors set out so plainly in 
their Declaration, presented at the National Synod at Wittenberg. 
It is enough to quote these sentences:— 


"In critical and important meetings of the Synod 

the present majority of its members has refused the 
minority its fundamental right of giving advice and 
of free speech, even in regard to questions which 
touch upon the essential nature of the Church and its 
Commission. Church life has been kept by force for 
several months under the coercive control of a single 
group in the Church. It ought not to be that in de- 
nial of brotherly love, the Church of Jesus Christ 
should through the domination of force be made a 
Kingdom of this World." 


such suppression or forcible silencing of those holding views to 
which the controlling group objects is 2 great shock to other 
Churches, and to all Christians who stand for the free preaching 
of the Word of God and for the freedom of its preachers. 


I have referred especially to two matters gravely disturbing 
to the Christian conscience. Is it not possible, seeing how 
great are the issues at stake, for you now finally to say, and by 
your action to secure, that such suppression and silencing of 
Opponents on the one hand, and such discrimination against Church 
members of Jewish descent on the other hand, shall no more take 
place, while you are Reichsbischof, in the German Church ? 


Let me repeat, in conclusion, that I write with genuine 
appreciation of so much of what is now going forward in Germany, 
and that I long that Germany should hold without dispute its proper 
place of great leadership in the community of nations. But I have 
felt obliged, just because I havé this longing, and this admiration 
for Germany, to communicate my distress and anxiety, and that of 
my friends, with regard to particular items in the present situ- 
ation. I have tried to do it in the spirit of the Oecumenibval 
movement itself, which stands for brotherly co-operation, with all 
frankness amongst the Brethren, who desire, whatever the nation to 
which they belong, to work and pray together for the reconciliation 
of the nations and the offering of a common witnéss to the prin- 
ciples of the Universal Church and to the one saving Gospel of 


Christ. t 
With much respect, 


I an, 
Yours very faithfully, 


George Cicestr: 
President 
of the Oecumenical Council for Life and Work. 
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THE SITUATION OF THE CHUPGHES IN GURMANY 


The establishment of the National Socialists’ dictatorship has 
resulted in the German Evangelical Church taking the place of the 
twenty-eight churches which hitherto formed the Federation of 
Protestant Churches in Germany. The object of this unification was 
to adapt the Church to the new conditions of the Reich and to enable 
it to collaborate effectively in reconstructing the Nation. 


This object could have been attained had not the party of the 
"German Christians" - by its attitude and its extravagances ~ raised 
the opposition of a part of the Church. To understand the situation, 
one must note that this opposition is essentially religious and not 


+political. The majority, if not ail of the Christians in Germany 


were won for national socialism and ready to work loyally at the 
national restoration. But they are not all politically associated 
with the "German Christians" (Deutsche Christen) who are not only 
extremists, but who wish that the legislations of the Church and of 
the National Socialistic state should be moulded in the same form. 
Other Christians are energetically opposed to this pretention; although 
being National Socialists, they understand that the Christian Church 
has to preserve its own character and must be directsd exclusively by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. There lies the difficulty which divides 
the Evangelical Church of Germany and which, until now, hes hindered 
the hoped-for interior unification. 


At the Church elections last summer the party of the "Deutsche 
Christen". backed by the Chancellor Hitler and directed by the 
Almoner Ludwig Mtiller, carried 80% of the votes; they were thus able 
to dispose of a large majority ané to organise the new Church 
according to their idea. In these cireumstances the General Synod 
of Prussia was opened in Berlin on September 5th. Three important 
questions had to be solved. The first, the institution of tne 
episcopate, met with no opposition at all, after the spokesman of the 
"Deutsche Christen” had assured the audience that the object, was not 
to introduce into the Reformed Church an unfailing authority of 
doctrine or administration of justice, but only to give to the Church 
&@ responsible director. 


But it was different when the legislative proposals were taken in 
hand regarding the transfer to the ecclesiastical senate of the 
competencies of the Synod and specially the prescriptions concerning 
the "Aryan" descent of the clergy and their entire devotion to the 
National Socialistic State. Before the voting, the Group called 
"Gospel and Church", representing the minority, read a declaration of 
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protest and left the Synod amidst violent agitation. After stating 
that, in spite of promises to the contrary, proportional representa- 
tion had been refused and that they were systematically excluded from 
all charges, they protested against a procedure of violence incompat- 
ible with the spirit of the Church. They declared, moreover, that 
they would not «“mit the introduction in the ecclesiastical legislatior 
of certain regulations of the Civil Servants! Statute, regulations 
contrary to the spirit of the Church, and that without any previous 
consultation. 


As one may guess, they had in mind the "Aryan" paragraph, under 
which no person of "non-Aryan" origin may accept appsintment in the 
Church. Once the dissentients had left, the bill was voted without 
difficulty. But far from being choked; the oppositicn reared its 
head again with more power at the National Synod of Wittenberg, on 
September 27th. 


In the meantime fresh circumstances arose corroborating the 
minority's point of view. The Theological.Faculties of Marburg and 
Erlangen were asked to give their advice on the question of the 
spiritual independence of the clergy and the application of the "Aryar 
paragraph" to the Church. During the last days of September they 
published a detailed memorandum exposing point by point all the theo- 
logical considerations. The Marburg Gutachten tended definitely in 
favour of the liberty of the protestant clergy and the equality of all 
the members of the Church without any distinction of ethnological 
origin, whilst the Erlangen Gutachten left the door open for the foun¢ 
ation of a Ghetto-church. In addition, twenty other professors of 
thedlogy from all parts of Germany have givenwith the sane firmness a 
the Marburg faculty, their opinion as to the Brudersshaft des Glaubens 
innerhalb der Kirche Jesu Christi, die keine Schranken der Rasse inne 
halb der Gemeinde gelten la&sst. 


Thus strengthened in their conviction, two thousand German clergy 
men have addressed to the National Synod of Wittenberg a manifesto of 
moving eloquence. After having adjured the directors of the Church nc 
to content themselves with beautiful words but t% solve these questior 
according to the Gospel, they declared it their duty, in all due con- 
science, to denounce anything in the new legal dispositions of the 
Church that might be contrary to the Gospel and which might compromise 
the real message of the Church, They closed the manifesté with a 
solemn oath to serve God's Word only in the spirit of truth and love 
and to fight without relaxing against everything that might menace the 
purity of the Chureh. 


The Synod of Wittenberg has been the first national Synod of the 
Evangelical Church of Germany. Its main object was the election of 
the Reich Bishop and the formation of the Government which must hel 
him in directing the Church. The episcopal dignity has been conferreé 
upon the Prussian bishop L. Miiller and consists in representing the 
unity of the Evangelical Church of Germany and in supplying its ad- 
ministration, with the help of an Office of 4 members: one Lutheran, 
one Reformed, one representative of the Churches of the Union and a 
Jurist. The bishop of the Reich must be a Lutheran. 
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Bishop Miller made a platform speech in which he cleared himself 
from the charge of subordinating the Church to the State and from 
breaking the communion of faith which unites the Christians of all 
nations and all races. He said: "We are and wish to remain a 
Chuzch which professes the faith of our ancestors and we want to 
hold to the justification. by faith, which is the treasure of all 
the Churches of the Reformation. We want to bring the Gospel to 
our veopie in its language and according to its genius. For this 
reason our opinion is that its messengers should be of German blood. 
We are not a State Church. But Living in the German State which 
Supports the Church the latter is responsible to the State as we 
are responsible to God for the manner in Which we fulfil our mission 
amongst the German people. As to the liberty of conscience, we only 
admit such as was claimed by our reformers for the welfare of the . 
Church, but not such as ends in caprice or disorder. Our relations 
witn foreign shurches will be equally those of confidence and 
collaboration in the name of Our Lord". He ends by saying: "The 
struggles of ecclesiastical politias have come to an end. Now begins 
the fight for the soul of our people". 


It seems there is in thege words an attempt to pasify the 
Spirit. Be that as it may, the firm attitude of the Christians who 
do not belong to the majority, will have contributed to make tke 
Latter conscious of the necessity for the Church to remain faithful 
to its vocation and to the Spirit from which it was borm. The future 
wili show how far this line of sonduct has been foilowed. For the 
moment, one must suspend all judgment and observe the work of the 

new directors of the German Church. 


Note: The official document mentioned above has been translated 
into French and can be obtained at the International Christian 
Press and Information Service, 2, Rue de Montchoisy, Geneva. 
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SURVEY OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
ASSEMBLY OF 1933. 


At the present time, a tragic misunderstanding 
Separates the League of Nations from public opinion. 
The latter, often misinformed, attributes to the Geneva 
institutions responsibilities which are in no way their 
concern, and the present scepticism is to a large extent 
based on an extraordinarily unjust attitude. To-day, 
the departure of Germany and the adjournment, even 
temporarily, of the Disarmament Conference, have brought 
Still further mental confusion. Although the present 
difficulties are not to be under~estimated, they must not 
be allowed to monopolise attention and to conceal many 
of the positive elements of a gigantic and ever 
necessary undertaking which, in spite of all obstacles, 
is going ahead. 


It is in this spirit that the oecumenical press and 
information service of Geneva has prepared the following 
letter on some results of the recent Assembly of the 


League of Nations: 


De» 


In the political field, the return of the Argentine 
to the League of Nations, bringing with it vast scope for 
further expansion in the South American Continent, has 
been greeted with intense satisfaction, and it has been a 
matter for rejoicing that the conflict that has so long 
divided Peru and Colombia is on the Way to solution, thanks 
to the wisdom with which the parties have submitted to the 
demands of the Pact, an example that one would like to see 
followed by other South American States. 


Moreover, the question of the protection of minorities 
has been a major preoccupation. Equal attention has also 


been given to the much larger problem (which includes the 
obligations incumbent upon those States which are not bound 
by minority treaties), of the right, inherent in modern 
civilisation, of all citizens of a State to be assured of 
equal treatment, legally and in fact. The debate led 
finally to the unanimous reaffirmation of the duty of 

States not bound as regards the League of Nations by any 
legal obligation towards minorities, to observe none the 
less "in the treatment of their minorities of race, religion 
or language, at least the same degree of justice and ) 
tolerance which is exacted by the treaties and in accordance 
with the regular action of the Council". But the Jewish 
problem has been scrutinised further under another aspect, 
on account of the presentation to the Assembly of a Dutch 
proposal "aiming at the organisation on an international 
basis of assistance to refugees (Israelites and others) 
coming from Germany". The Assembly has instituted a High 
Commissioner to direct this collaboration, and in particular 
to adopt all possible measures to ensure work being found 
for the refugees in all countries that can provide it. 

This High Commissioner, who has recently been appointed by the 


Council of the League of Nations in the person of Mr.Jamcs G. 
McDonald (an American), is assisted by an administrative council 
in which both the States and the private organisations which are 
willing to sit on it will be represented. 
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As regards the work accomplished by the League of Nations and 
the departments of its secretariat, many interesting facts are to 
be recorded. Here, only e few of them can be indicated. 


In spite of the present difficulties, there are signs of an 
improvement in the economic situation: World industry has increas- 
ed its output by 30% from June 1932 to June 1933; unemployment has 
decreased; exports from those countries whose economic activity is 
devoted in the main to egriculture and industries of extraction, 

have increased. 


From the point of view of financial activity, the League of 
Nations is taking an effective part in the re-establishment of 
several countries: Austrta,Bulgaria, Hungary and, thanks to these 
combined efforts, an improvement in the budgetary end economic 
situation in these countries is to be recorded, Furthermore, @ 
special enquiry has been conducted in Greece and an agreement, ai m— 

ing at technical collaboration with the Roumanian Government, has 

{ bem worked out. The keenness to make use of the experience of 
the departments of the League of Nations that deal with finance, 
and the desire manifested by countries overseas to profit by it 
in their tum, testify to its value. 


In the field of hygiene, Governments are appealing more and 
more for the assistence of the League of Nations in solving problems 
which, being outside national delimitation, can only be solved on 
the international plan. Appeals of this kind have come, in the 
course of the past year, from four continents: In Africe, at the 
Cape, it is the strugsle against the propagation of yellow fever 

and the plaguc, and against the introduction of smallpox through 
ships coming from the East. In Asia, it is the organisation of a 
Chinese quarantine service, to include the principal ports; with 
the development of the Singapore Bureau, linked up with 153 ports, 
functioning on behalf of the departments of sanitary administration 
of the East as a watchful sentinel to inform them of the outbreak 
and course of the epidemics. In America, Chil? has requested 
an enquiry into popular alimentation. In Europe, the Republic of 
Ogecho-Slovakia has asked for assistance in reforming its whole 
Sanitary administration. | 
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In the strictly humenitarian field, the fight against the 
universal scourge of the drug traffic is being continued with 


success. The convention for the limitation of the fabrication of 
drugs is among those which obtained the largest number of retifi- 


cations (39).. It constitutes an innovation, for this is the fir st 
time that economic production has been subordinated to humanitarian 
and moral ends. 


Still under the euspices of the League of Nations, the work 
of protecting refugees undertaken by the Nansen International 
Bureau is making effective progress; in the course of the last 
months, help in various forms has been extended to 72,000 refugees, 
of which 7000 were Armenians,who have beensettled in the Republic 
of Erivan. 


A recent event of particular significance is the adoption of 
the draft of a convention which marks 2 stage in the progressive 
liberation of women from human exploitation. At a time when 
international traffic, that is to say, the enticing of women to 
destinations abroad for immoral ends, has only been punishable 
in the case of minors, a new convention will aim at "the repression 
of the traffic in adult women enticed, for immoral purposes, -evén 


with their consent, in one country, for transport to mother" 


It is to be hoped that the day will come when the traffic 
inside a country will be punishable on the same scale as the inter- 


Neciona!l traffic. 
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At a time when it is being asserted on cvery hand that what 


is lacking to humanity is men who are prepared for the colossal 


tasks of the present day, it is encoureging to affirm that this 
year's Assembly devoted very particular attention to child pro- 
“tection and decided to extend its efforts in this direction as soon 
as the budget permitted. . The Assembly demanded the working out 
Of an enlarged plan of action. 


As is shown in this rapid sketch of some of the activitics of 
the League of Nations, the problems that it is striving to solve 
are those with which the Christian conscience is most profoundly 
concerned. The appeal to public opinion is thus also addressed to 
the Churches, in the conviction that collaboration between men of 
good will and between the nations will lead to the reconstruction 


of a regenerated world and that, with them, the ideal of the League 


of Nations implies the establishment of peace and justice, and 
respect for the element of the divine that is in each of us. 


a ae eae P.Bouscharain. 


pies of any of your issues carrying our press releases would be 
ch appreciated. 
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International Christian Work in the Bast and in the West. 


The committees of the oecumenical Council for Life and 
Work and the Worlds'Alliance for international friendship through 
the Churches have met in London in the beginning of November 1933, 
They took the following decisions : 

To continue actively the preparation of the joint meeting 
of the -oecumenical Council and the plenary assembly of the Alliance, 
which will take place at Budapest from August 23rd to 30th 1934,so0 
far as the international and financial circumstances permit. 

Amongst the subjects on the agenda we may mention the relation of 
the Church and the Nation, and the Church and the World Order. 

To develop closer collaboration between the two mouve- 
ments by means of regional & national conferences through the re- 
search departgment established at Geneva and in the form of a regular 
Christian seminary of international studies yet to be established 
in said town, Special attention will be payed to the problems and 
the necessary action of the League of Nations and the International 
Labour Office. 

Measures have been takento carry into effect the decisions 
of both the oecumenical Council and the Worlds'Alliance, in favour 
of the Assyrian Christians of Iraq, the Russian Christians suffering 
from famine and the refugees from -Germery, and equally to draw the 
Churches attehion to the critical situation of the Disarmement 


Ee erence. oe committee of the Worlds! Conference on Faith and 
Order has fixed the meeting of its Council at Zurich, from Sept. 

3rd - 7th 1934, so as to bring the leaders of the different oecumeni 
cal mouvements into contact with each other. 


KEE 


An international conference of the World's Student 
Christian Federation has recently been held in Java, at which 
delegates from Japan, China, the Dutch East Indies,Australia, New 
Zealan, India, America, Burma, Siam, France and Holland were present. 
The delegates to this meeting which was particularly significant and 
rich in spiritual results, took in hand t& problem of nationalism 
such as it exists in the Far East, and its relations to Christianity, 
together with the question of the significance of Christianity con- 
fronted with the oriental religions, The important problem of the 
position of the absolutely unique character of Jesus Christ in re- 
lation to the profound spirituality of these Ancient non-Christian 
traditions, was eagerly discussed. 


Copies of any of jour issues carrying our press releases would be 
much appreciated, 


Internat.Chr.Press & Inform,Service, Geneva, 
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URGENT 


We ASK THAT THE WIDEST POSSIBLE PUBLICITY BE GIVEN TO THE FOLLOWING 
MOVING APPEAL TO THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES WHICH THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE MAKYS THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN PRESS 
SERVICE AT THE PRESENT CRITICAL JUNCTURE. 


* * * 


THE CHRISTIAN CHIJRCH AND THE DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE 


1) Special Message to the Churches from the Rt. Hon.Arthur Hen- 
derson, President of the Disarmament Conference. 


2) Editorial concerning the present situation at the Conference. 
I. Mr. HENDERSON'S APPEAL 


The seriousness of the international situation is such as to demand 
the most profound consideration by those who value what is best in our 
present standard of civilisations; but it should especially appeal to 
all who are influenced by high moral and spiritual ideals as are the 
various branches of the Christian Churches. The churches cannot remain 
indifferent to the talk of war, or to the threat of a preventive war, 
or to the rapid and dangerous deterioration in the relations of neigh- 
bour States now so marked a feature of international affairs. Nor is 
it sufficient for them to assist in the distribution of dire warnings 
of the terrible consequences of modern warfare, for however useful 
these may be, we have reached a stage when it is essential to face 
fundamentals. We Christians believe that mankind should live as one 
great fenily. It P because of this belief that we are bound to sup- 
port the vast human enture of organising the world into one society 
pledged to keep the’peace. 


ade 

The enterprise upon which we are engaged at Geneva means much 
more than securing a reduction in the costly burden of armaments, 
it is an effort to induce nations to seek security no longer in the 
application of force but in the moral authority of the collective 
peace system, based on the Covenant of the League of Nations and the 
Paris Pact. 

May I, at this critical moment, appeal to the Churches for stead- 
fast loyalty to the ideal of world peace, but also for an uncompromising 
determination to do all in their power to make this ideal to prevail. 
To keep the nations in the paths of peace is the supreme task of the 
Churches, and of Christian Citizenshinv. If we unitedly dedicate our 
lives to this noble purpose there need be no more war. 

& * ¥ 
II. H#ditorial:- 
CHRISTIAN OPINION AND THE PRESENT SITUATION 


The Disarmament Conference goes on and Mr.Henderson is still at 
the helms; but for the time being, that is to say until mid-January, 
the major efforts to secure agreement upon the basis of the British 
Draft Convention are to be made through the ordinary diplomatic machi- 
nery of the Great Powers away from Geneva. 

At a moment when once again there is palpable failure to agree3 and 
when there is even vague talk of a break up of the League of Nations,and 
of war, it is the duty of all members of Christian Churches and societies 
to take honest stock of the situation, and to try to draw the appropriate 
lessons from such a stock-taking. 

# ~ = 

But first - a note of encouragement ! Those - and their name is 
legion - who have publicly demonstrated over and over again their desire 
for disarmament should take courage from the knowledge that all this 


effort on the part of progressive public opinion has not been wasted. 


OO ——————————— 


beats 
On the contrary, it is believed by experienced observers here in 
Geneva that without this constant public support - as represented for 
example by the great Disarmament Demonstration held in Geneva on 
Sunday, October 15th and the messages thereto from thirty-one countries- 
the president of the Conference might have been obliged before now to 
declare that the attempt to reach agreement on a Convention was hope- 
less. This fact should stimulate workers for disarmament to continue 
demanding of Governments thet they should one and all strive for agree- 
ment on a first Convention. 
| % ~ *% 

But the fact that despite unparalleled organised demand for 
general reduction in ermements, agreement is not yet in sight after 
twenty-one months of effort, and thet rearmament is advocated on 
many hands with growing assurance, brings home the magnitude of the 
task before the Peace Movement - using the term in its widest sense. 
It reveals, moreover, something that has long been evident to students 
of internetional questions, namely, that disarmament important though 
it be, is only one part of a necessary evolution of outlook end policy 
that must precede any firm estahlishment of peace. 

What is the nature of this evolution ? Today after a decade of 
international experimentation through the Leegue of Nations and in 
other ways, the spirit and practice of nationalism are once egain 
triumphant. The conception of absolute national sovereignty hes not 
only remained intact as an abstract legal doctrine, it has recaptured 
in recent years much of the prestigd it had lost on account of the 
desperate experience of the Great War, as a working principle. 


* ¥* * 


Ey 

The crux of the whole matter is, then, the question of loyalty. 
Where is the supreme loyalty of the citizen to be bestowed ? For 
the Christian this is not a difficult question to answer, in theory 
at least, because the Christian Church has always insisted that 
loyalty to God is the Christian's first and foremost obligation. It 
is true that there have been, and still are, wide divergences of 
view as to how that loyalty to God should be expressed in terms of 
citizenship and of political duty. But the Church has always emphas- 
ised the doctrine that the authority of the State is only valid in 
s0 far as it subserves God's purposes; which applies, presumably, 
not only to the furtherance of peace and justice within the State, but 
also in the world order generally and in the interests of a world- 
wide Christian family which knows no barrier of race or nationality. 

True, the Christian conception of the Church is not co-terminous 
with the international community. But evidence is not lacking to show 
that Christian thought has been moving towards recognising the claims 
of international solidarity Since the War. In England, for example, 
both the widely representative Conference on Politics, Economics and 
Citizenship ( C.0.P.B.¢.) and the Lambeth Conference have layed down 
the principle that Christian loyalty should transcend loyalty to the 
State in the event of a State waging war in defiance of its interna- 
tional obligations. This means, in effect, that in the eyes of the 
Church, the Christian citizen in such circumstances would not be 


expected to support the national government in question. 
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It is clear that such an attitude carinot only apply to time 
of war. It implies that a supra-national loyalty should be constant 
and positive. This does not eliminate patriotism, but it does imply 
that true patriotism and love of country is consistent with a 
national policy that conforms to an obviously necessary condition 
of world peace and order, namely, that no single state can ever be 
entitled to force its view of its own interest upon the world by 
violence. It is equally obvious that this principle once accepted, 
as it is already accepted on paper ( the Kellogg-Briand Pact) implies 
a responsibility resting upon the international community of States 
and thus upon the citizens thereof, to undertake collectively the 
duty of restraining any anarchic attempt to gain national advantage 
by resort to violence, At the same time, it is important that 
Christians should realize that the present international situation 
guaranteed by existing treaties is in many respects unjust: and | 
that therefore, it is essential that loyalty to the conception of 
an international community should imply the duty to secure just 


changes in the status quo by peaceful means. 


This conflict of loyalties is, witHout doubt, the greatest 
of all issues before the world today. It is the issue of peace 


or war. But, war being what science has made it, the issue becomes 


-6- 
one of the very survival of any civilized life on the earth. 
Moreover, this is not a guestion of mere physical existence. 

It is a question of the maintenance of external conditions of 
peace end order in an interdependent world which alone can 

make possible the growth of those moral and spiritual values 

of beeuty, of truth and of goodness, the cultivation of which is 


an integral part of Christian discipleship. 
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SURVEY OF CHURCH DEVELOPMENTS 
IN GERMANY, 


Octeber/November 1933. 


- As a résult of the announcement by the Reich Bishop in’ the 
National fynod at tne end of September, that the church political 
struggle was over, and that unitedspwork must now begin, attempts 
were made on all sides to-win back the sround for work in common 
by the different groups in the Church. At. the immediate request 
of the Reich Bishop: and of other ecelesiastical leaders, represen— 
tatives of the Pastors! Emergency League and of the Deutsche 
Christen met together, to:discuss with full frankness the funda- 
mental, differences of principle in matters of confession, the 
relations of the Church to the State, the Aryan paragraph anc other 
questions. The Pastors* Emergency League made it a precondition 


of such real collaboration, as did the pawtoral fraternities 


(Pfarrerbruderschatten), that all the events in the strugsle for 
the reconstruction of the Church, and in perticular the political 
interests of the Deutsche Christen, which had prevented brotherly 
collaboration in the parishes, should be cleared up in an nonest 
and uncompromising manner.* It is clear from the constitution of 
the pastoral fraternities* that they are in no way merely church 
yolitical groups, but brotherhoods in the best Sense of the word 
Which deepen and enlarge their own work and werve the whole 
community life. The discussions that took place during these 
attempts, (about which the International Christian Press and In-+ 
formation Service is able to give historical account, md also the 
results, as. far as published),led to a more and more clear definit-— 
ion of attitude by the various groups to the questions involved. 


Il. The development of this discussion became of special importance 
in the light of the birth ef the "Artgem#ssen Deutschen Glaubens— 
bewegunge", a movement comp*sed of national Germanic religious 
groups, calling themselves consciously a-Christian and openly 
~Gemanding legal recognition as a "third confession", in addition 

to the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches, and thus having in- 
fluence in the schools and universities. Like the Deutsche 
Christen, they want a religion woted at all costs in the national 
character, and they already reject Christianity as a religion 
essentially foreign to that character, and believe that, with - 
their Germanic, national creed, they make the nearest approach to 
the ‘edi of the radicalised andsecularised masses of the 
people. 


Iii. Already at the beginning of November, the struggle to find 
common ground within the German Church was more and more approaching 
@ deadlock, because the Radical circles of the Deutsche Christen 
Were preparing new attacks. In the great manifestation of the 
Deutsche Christen in Berlin on November 13, in which about 20,000 
people took part, the radical forces of the Deutsche Christen broke 
out anew, and making a strong attack on the Christian Creed, demanded 
the exclusion of the Ola Testament, the removal of the Crucifix 

the immediate application of the Aryan paragraph and education to 

a "heroic creed", The present bishops and higher ecclesiasticals 
made no resistance at this manifestation. It only came thirty six 
hours later, under the pressure of the tremendous emotion in the 
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~urishes. On the same day, three leaders of the Pastors! Emergency 
League and of the Pfarrerbruderschaften were suspended from office. 


The Reich Bishop declared himself at once with all sharpness 
against this intolerable attack en the creed of the Church and eal 
effected the suspension from all his church duties of the radical 
leader of the Berlin Deutsche Christen, who had been the chief 
speaker at the manifestation. On November 15, by a new church law, 


all existing laws in the different statés, concerning the employmm t 
of clergy and church officials, which contained the Aryan paragraph, 
were nullified, and a law enneunced that was to be applied to the 
whole sphere of the German Church. The suspension of the three 
pastors was, on the decision of the Réich Bishop, withdrawn. Further- 
more, Bishop Hossenfelder withdrew his protection from the radical 
leaders of the Deutsche Christen and at the same time steted that 

he did not uphold these attacks, which he regarded as a signal 
blunder. 


IV. Clearly’ recognising that it was not a matter of a single 
action, but cf . somethins that had been developing for some time, 
the 3,000 pastors of the Pastors' Emergency League were not satis-— 
fied with reassuring declerations and special measures. They 
demanded the immediate separation of the Reich Bishop from the 
Deutsche Christen by his public renunciation of his protection of 
that movement and the immediate removal from their office of all 
church leaders who had taken part in the manifestation in Berlin 
and of all those who, during the last months, had exercised intol- 
erable compulsion in the parishes. Since their expectations were 
not fulfilled, the 5,000 pastors of the Pastors'Emergency League 
read from the pulpits throughout Germany on November 19, a declar- 
athon denouncing the unprecedented attack on the Lutheran confession 
and the Bible, and the unbegrable policyof the higher church offic- 
ials.* 


Vs On November 23 and 24, at the meeting of the leaders of the 
Deutsche Christen in Weimar, an attempt was once more made to join 
all their forces under the leadership of Bishop Hossenfelder, but 
the following events have since taken place: 


On November the résignation of Bishop Dr.Schéffel from the 
Geistlichen Ministerium (the only member of it who was not a Deutsche 
Christen); 


Deutsche Christen in Witirttemberg and Bavaria left the movement 
and some of them immediately joined te Pastors' Emergency League; 


Deutsche Christén in Pomerania, under the leadership of Bishop 
Tom, ,iertt the movement and came to the support of the Reich Bishop; 


Deutsche Christen in Thuringia left the mevement, because 
Bishop Hossenfelder did not seem to be radical enough for them; 


The State Bishopsof Bavaria, Wtirttemberg, Hessen, Pfalz and 
Baden declared. themselves solidly for the Pastors' Emergency Leg ue; 


Leading theological professors left the Deutsche Christen 
movement, among them, and in particulay Professors Fezer and 
Schumann who, together with the Reich Lishop, belonged to the pr - 
visional church; Government, and also Professor Gogarten and a whole 
group of his followers. 
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iL. On Hovember 27 groat mass demonstration of the Pastors' 
Emcrgency League Net plece in Berlin, with over1l0,000 participant 
wno, in declaring the strength of the Reformation, expressed thei 
loyalty to their creeds and also their loyalty to the present Stete. 


On November 28, the resignation of Bishop Hossenfelder from 
the Geistlichen Ministerium wes announced. 


this was Tollowed on November 50 by the resignation of the 


who te of the Geistlichen Minis RET SS the Reich Bishop ordered: the 


t 


ostponement Of nus his consecration whieh szould heve teken vlace on 
p 9 i 
December oe 


| Vil. On Friday, December 1, Reich Chancellor fdolf Hitler announced 
nat nobody had the rignt ae LHVeTLEre/y in ae Church controversy 


from outside because, he said, this controversy wes purely e Cnhureh 
mapper. “The Reich-Minister for the Interior, Dr.Frick, order the 
State Governments to give corresponding instructions to State and 
politicel departments and cuphasised thet no-Church had the rig 
TO eppeel to any State organisation in this Church controversy. 
(i.e. Especially not the leaders of the German Christians). 


On Decémber 2, the lerzders of the State Church met, in order 
tS submit to the Réich Bishop nominations for the ee 


Midweverium. Atiter e declara tion by the Reich oe aged that he would 
not tolerate demands submitted to him in the form of an ultimatum 
by eny group, Dr.Lauerer, Director of Deaconesses in Wousndetreres 


teu, Was appointed for the Lutheran Church, Professor Beyer, of 


Greifswald, for the United Church (Unierte Kirche) and pr.Weber for 
tas Reformed Church. They are all Deutsche Christen. No reliable 


information is yet availeble as to whether these men have accented 
office; 2 protest against this composition of the Geistlichen 
Manisterium has been made from various State Churches and also from 
the Pastors! Emergency Lengue. 


On December 4, e Church lew was published, according to which 
the members of the Geistlichen Ministerium and also the officiels 
and assistants of the Church Government for the whole Reich ere 
forbidden to belong to eny Church politicel parties, Leegues, 
groups or movements. In the meantime the Reich Bishop has asked 
the euthorities of the Protestant Stete Churches to enforce the 
same measures among their members. 


Moreover, the Reich Bishop has renounced his protection of the 
Deutsche Christen movement. 


On December 5, the Geistlichen Ministerium formed a reconcil- 
lation Committee, with a view to Ate thie an end to the conflict 
what had arisen through this politicel struggle in the Church. The 
Pestors' Emergency League a the Pfarrerbruderschaften will be 
represented on this committe 


tok Toe |S a 
* Documents giving details and proof of these matters may be ob- 
tained from the Interazstional Christian Press and Information 
Service. 
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INTERVIEW WITH 
MR. JAMES G. MC DONALD, HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMAN REFUGEES. 


Note 

We are particularly glad, in view of the growing concern of 
members of Christian Churches and Societies for the problem of the 
refugees from Germany, to offer, through our Press Service, an Inter-~ 
view which the High Commissioner for German Refugees kindly gave us 
at the close of the first meeting of his Governing Body held in Lausanne. 

It will be remembered that before his appointment as High 
Commissioner by the League of Nations Couneil in October, Mr, McDonald 
was Director of the (American) Foreign Policy Association of New York 
and is widely known in the U.S.A, through his writings, lectures and 
radio talks as expert on international Questions. He has also been a 
regular and much appreciated visitor to Geneva and other Kuropean 
countries. 


"Well," Mr. Me-Donala began at once, "I am happy to say that we 
have made an excellent start at Lausanne where my Governing Body, 
composed of representatives of Specially interested governments, has 
been at work during the last few days, laying down the general Lines to 
be followed in our work", 


ie Say Our work advisedly", Mr. Me Donald continued with 
emphasis, "because no one must run away with the idea that, a High Com- 
misgariat having been set up, there is nothing left for other people 
to do. On the contrary, as I emphasised in my opening speech at 
Lausanne this grave and tragic problem affecting at present some 
60,000 persons can only be solved in view of all the special diffi- 
culties, notably those arising from the economic Crisis, if there is a 
Generous and effective international collaboration, not only on the 
Part of governments but of private organisations as well", | 


On being asked if he was Satisfied with the help already afforded 
to the refugees by private agencies Mr. Mec Donald replied with a 
characteristic twinkle in his eye:~ 

"A High Commissioner must never be Satisfied! Like Gliver Twist 
he must always ask for more. As you know, up to the present, by far the 
largest private effort has been made by the Jewish Organisations. From 
One point of view that is natural Snough, since 51,000 out of the 
60,000 refugées estimated to have left Germany, are Jews. But from 
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another point of view, there is a certain danger that just because 
of the splendid efforts of world Jewry, other people may be tempted 
to minimise their own responsibility." 


"It is for that reason", the High Commissioner continued, ~ 
"that I am especially glad to be able to make, through your Press 
Service, an urgent appeal to members of Christian Churches and 
organisations far and wide. I ask that they will respond generously 
to any appeal that may be made to them for immediate gifts of money 
to meet pressing claims, but, more important still, I ask for steady 
support of constructive agencies whose task it will be, for a long 
time to come, to aid in finding more permanent ways of ameliorating 
the unhappy lot of the refugees". 


In response to a request by the interviewer that he would 
explain how the work of private agencies would fit in with that of 
the High Commissariat itself, Mr. MeDonala replicd:- 

"The details have still to be worked out, but, in principle, it 
is already decided that, in addition to the Governing Body of 
Government representatives, there will be set up an Advisory Council 
composed of representatives of the private agencies (Jewish and non- 
Jewish). The private agencies will be responsible for raising funds 
and for the administration of relief. The High Commissioner will 
co-operate in soliciting funds, but will not directly administer 
them. It is intended that by means of the Advisory Council the work 
of the private agencies will be co-ordinated and Overlapping and 
wastage eliminated. The chief work of the High Commissioner himself, 
apart from this important task of co-ordination and in helping to 
raise funds, will be to negotiate with governments and other official 
bodies as regards transit facilities (passports, permis dé se jour, 
and the like) and opportunities for settlement on a smaller or 
greater scale", : 


"You can see", Mr. McDonald concluded, "that there is much to 
be done and no time to lose. The High Commissioner needs all the 
help that he can get, and he is confident that he will got Lot 
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NOTE: We are informed that Churches and Christian bodies in 
different countries have taken part already in relief action. In 
consultation with the High Commissioner, the Churches are appealing 
in Great Britain, and the Universal Christian Council for Life and 
Work to its European constituency, for Church collections in aid of 
destitute refugees, and especially with a view to meeting the urgent 
needs of Christians of Jewish descent. The Churches will be 
represented both on the Advisory Council and in the bureau set up by 
the High Commissioner, 
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Reply of the. Reich Bishop of the German Protestant Church 
to the President of the Universal Christian Council. 
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Pyehit. «, Dees e ae 
Right Reverend Lord Bishop, 


In view of your far-reaching appreciation of the position 
of our people and our Church, it was with much gratitude that I 
received your friendly letter of October 25rd. The real issne 
for us to-day is a common defence of the Christian Churches against 
the powers of unbelief and irreligion. The two questions which 
you address to me also include problems which, in one way or 
another, concern the other Christian Churches of the worid, and 
therefore demand a serious consideration in common. 


. One thing I may certainly understand from your friendly 
letter - that you appreciate the specially great and responsible 
tasks which the German Frotestant Church has to discharge in 
relation to our people. We can undertake these tasks all the 
more gladly when we are certain that the other Churches of the 
world realise that in this matter they not only have the same need, 
but also possess the same grace and the same promise of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. You may be sure that, as you indicate in your 
Seconda question, I will do all I can to reach a complete union 
of all the ecclesiastical and theological forces in the German 
Eeatestant Church. The change in the spiritual ministry wich 
hes just been completed is very closely connected with this. is 
may Similarly assure you that the subject of your first question 
has given rise here to serious theological consideration. You 
will have learnt already that the enactment of the well-known 
measure dealing with the officials of the different Churches; in- 
cluding the so-called Aryan paragraph, has just been stopped. 


We are concerned with such lerge questions thet I may 
mot say anything final. But it is my special wish that in the 
future we may find an opportunity for discussion together upon 
those questions which are so important to the Christian Church - 
the race problem, the State, and the intermational order. 


With cordial greetings, 


I am, 
Yours very truly, 
(signed) LUDWIG MULLER. 
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